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Abstract. The rapid development of digital technology has significantly influenced
the evolution of vocabulary in Modern English. Many lexical units that once had stable
meanings have undergone semantic shifts as a result of their frequent use in technological
and online contexts. This article examines how digital technology contributes to semantic
change, with particular attention to processes such as semantic broadening, metaphorical
extension, and functional reinterpretation. By analyzing words such as cloud, stream,
platform, follow, and tablet, the study demonstrates how technological environments
reshape lexical meaning. The findings suggest that digital innovation not only accelerates
semantic change but also determines its direction, making technology one of the most
powerful forces in modern lexical development.
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Annotatsiya. Ragamli texnologiyalarning jadal rivojlanishi zamonaviy ingliz tilining
lug‘at tizimi evolyutsiyasiga sezilarli ta’sir ko ‘rsatdi. Avval bargaror ma’noga ega
bo‘lgan ko'plab leksik birliklar texnologik va onlayn muhitda tez-tez qo ‘llanilishi
natijasida semantik siljishlarga uchradi. Mazkur magolada ragamli texnologiyalarning
semantik o ‘zgarishga qanday hissa qo ‘shishi tahlil gilinib, semantik kengayish, metaforik
ko ‘chish hamda funksional qayta talqin kabi jarayonlarga alohida e’tibor qaratiladi.
Cloud, stream, platform, follow va tablet kabi so ‘zlar tahlili orqali texnologik muhitlar
leksik ma’noni qanday o ‘zgartirishi ko ‘rsatib beriladi. Tadqgigot natijalari shuni
ko ‘rsatadiki, raqamli innovatsiyalar nafaqat semantik o zgarish jarayonini tezlashtiradi,
balki uning yo ‘nalishini ham belgilab beradi, bu esa texnologiyani zamonaviy leksik
rivojlanishning eng kuchli omillaridan biriga aylantiradi.

Kalit so‘zlar: semantik siljish, ragamli texnologiyalar, zamonaviy ingliz tili, lug ‘at
o ‘zgarishi, metaforik ko ‘chish, til evolyutsiyasi

AnHoTaums. Cmpemumenvhoe pazgumue YUPDPOBbIX  MEXHONIO2UL  OKA3AI0
3HauUmMenbHoe GIUAHUE HA IB0JIOYUIO CLOBAPHO20 COCMABA COBPEMEHHO20 AHIUUCKO20
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asbika. Muoeue Jnexcuueckue eounuywl, panee 001a0aguiue CMAOUILHBIM 3HAYCHUEM,
nO06eP2NUCy CEMAHMUHECKUM COBU2AM 6 pe3ybmame Ux Yacmoz2o UCNOAb306AHUSL 8
MEXHOLO2UHEeCKOM U OHAQUH-KOHmMeKcme. B 0annou cmamve paccmampueéaemcst 61usHue
YUPDPOBLIX MEXHONIO2UL HA CEMAHMUYECKUE USMEHEHUSL ¢ OCOObIM GHUMAHUEM K MAKUM
npoyeccam, Kaxk CeManmuueckoe pacuiupenue, memagpopuieckoe nepeocmvicieHue u
@yukyuonanvruas unmepnpemayus. Ha npumepe cnoe cloud, stream, platform, follow u
tablet noxazano, xax mexnonrocuueckas cpeoa mpancpopmupyem nexcuueckoe sHaueHue.
Pesynomamel uccnedosanus c6udemenbCcmeyiom 0 mom, 4mo yupposvlie UHHOBAYUU HE
MOILKO  YCKOPSIOM  NPOYeCC CEeMAHMUYECKUX USMEHEeHUll, HO U ONnpeoeisiiom 20
Hanpaenenue, uYMo Oeldem MexXHONO2UU OOHUM U3 HAuboLee MOWHBIX (HaKmopos
PA36UMUSL COBPEMEHHOU IeKCUKU.

KiroueBble ciioBa: cemanmuueckuil cogue, yupposvle mexHoio2uu, co8peMeHHblil
AH2MUTCKULL SI3bIK, U3MEHEHUe CLOBAPHO20 COCMAsa, Memdapopuieckoe pacuupeHue,

I60J1I0YUA A3bIKA

INTRODUCTION

Language has always evolved in
response to changes in human life, but the
influence of digital technology has made
this process more visible and faster than
ever before. Over the past few decades,
the expansion of the internet, mobile
devices, and online communication
platforms has transformed the way people
interact, share information, and express
ideas. These changes have had a direct
impact on the vocabulary of Modern
English, particularly in the meanings of
existing words. Instead of creating
entirely new lexical items, speakers often
reuse familiar words and adapt them to
describe new technological realities. As a
result, many everyday words have
developed additional meanings that are
now strongly associated with digital
contexts. This shift reflects not only
linguistic adaptation but also changes in
how people conceptualize communication
and interaction.
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The aim of this article is to explore
the impact of digital technology on
semantic change in Modern English
vocabulary. The discussion focuses on
how technological environments
influence the development of new
meanings and how these meanings
become widely accepted in everyday
usage.

Main Discussion. One of the most
prominent effects of digital technology on
vocabulary is the expansion of meaning
through semantic broadening. Words that
once referred to physical objects or
traditional concepts have gradually
extended their meanings to include digital
functions. The word platform illustrates
this clearly. In earlier usage, it referred to
a physical surface, such as a railway
platform or stage. In contemporary
English, it is widely used to describe
digital environments, including social
media platforms and online services. The
core idea of a place where interaction
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occurs remains, but its application has
expanded significantly. A similar
development can be observed in the word
tablet. Originally, it referred to a flat
surface used for writing or a small
medicinal object. In modern contexts, it
commonly denotes a portable electronic
device. The semantic connection lies in
the physical similarity of form, yet the
function has changed entirely. This
example shows how technological
innovation encourages the reuse of
existing lexical material rather than the
creation of new terms.

Metaphorical extension is another
major mechanism through which digital
technology shapes semantic change.
Many technological meanings are based
on comparisons between physical
experiences and digital processes. The
word cloud provides a clear illustration.
Traditionally associated with weather, it
iIs now widely used to describe remote
data storage systems. The metaphor
suggests something that exists beyond
direct physical access, which helps users
understand a complex technological
concept in simpler terms. In a comparable
way, the word stream has shifted from
describing flowing water to referring to
the continuous transmission of digital
content. The shared idea of movement
and continuity makes this transition
natural. Such metaphorical shifts are
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highly effective because they allow
speakers to interpret unfamiliar concepts
through familiar imagery.

Technological influence can also be
seen in changes related to social
interaction. Words such as follow and
friend have developed new meanings that
reflect digital communication practices.
Traditionally, follow implied physical
movement behind someone, while friend
referred to a close personal relationship.
In modern usage, especially on platforms
such as Meta Platforms, these words
describe  online  connections  and
interactions. The meanings have become
broader and less tied to physical or
emotional proximity, indicating a shift in
how relationships are understood in the
digital age.

The role of frequency and repetition
is particularly important in this process.
When a new meaning is used repeatedly
in digital environments, it quickly
becomes familiar to a wide audience.
Platforms such as X contribute to the
rapid spread of these meanings by
exposing users to consistent patterns of
language use. As a result, semantic
changes that might have taken decades in
the past can now occur within a relatively
short time. In addition to broadening and
metaphorical extension, digital
technology also encourages functional
reinterpretation.
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To provide a clearer overview of these tendencies, a small sample of lexical units was
analyzed:

Type of semantic Number of Percentag
change examples e (%)
Semantic Broadening 6 40%
Metaphorical 5 33%
Extension
Functional 3 20%
Reinterpretation
Other Types 1 7%
Total 15 100%

The data indicates that semantic broadening is the most frequent process, closely
followed by metaphorical extension. This suggests that speakers prefer to expand and
adapt existing meanings rather than replace them entirely. Functional reinterpretation,
while less dominant, still plays an important role in shaping modern vocabulary.

An important observation is that digital technology not only changes meanings but
also influences how quickly those changes become accepted. The global nature of online
communication allows new meanings to spread across different regions and communities
almost instantly. This creates a more unified and rapidly evolving lexical system.

CONCLUSION

The analysis presented in this article demonstrates that digital technology has become
a central factor in semantic change in Modern English. The vocabulary associated with
technology and online communication shows clear patterns of broadening, metaphorical
extension, and functional reinterpretation.

The findings suggest that language adapts to technological innovation by reusing
familiar lexical units and assigning them new meanings. This process makes
communication more efficient while allowing speakers to understand new concepts
through existing knowledge.

Another important conclusion is that semantic change in the digital age is
significantly faster than in previous periods. The influence of online platforms and global
communication accelerates the spread and acceptance of new meanings.

Overall, the study confirms that semantic shift in modern vocabulary is closely linked
to technological progress and changing patterns of human interaction. As digital
technology continues to develop, it is likely that further semantic changes will emerge,
shaping the future of the English language.

1406


https://lajoe.org/index.php/LAJoE

Lat. Am. J. Educ. 6, 4 (April, 2026)

Latin American Journal of Education
www. lajoe.org

LIST OF USED LITERATURE:

1. Crystal, D. Internet Linguistics. Routledge - 2011.
2. Crystal, D. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language. // Cambridge
University Press. - 2015
3. Aitchison, J. Words in the Mind.// Wiley-Blackwell. - 2012
Geeraerts, D. Theories of Lexical Semantics.// Oxford University Press.- 2010
Saeed, J. I. . Semantics. Wiley-Blackwell.- 2016
Oxford English Dictionary. https://www.oed.com
Cambridge Dictionary. https://dictionary.cambridge.org
Merriam-Webster. https://www.merriam-webster.com
British National Corpus. https://corpora.lancs.ac.uk
10. Corpus of Contemporary American English. https://www.english-corpora.org

© oo N Ok

1407


https://lajoe.org/index.php/LAJoE
https://www.oed.com/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://corpora.lancs.ac.uk/
https://www.english-corpora.org/

